
We donÕt see things as they are, but as we are.  
Talmud 
 
 
Thank you Erika Glenn (mom to Arriana, LE1 and Kiera, LE2) for organizing the 
3rd Annual LE Camping Trip! 
 
 

MFS El Cerrito Campus Weekly  
Tuesday, October 7, 2008  
 
 

Coming Events:  
Indigenous Peoples D ay THIS  Mon., October 13th  (School Closed) NO Childcare  
Spaghetti Carnival Fri., October 17th,  5:30pm Ð 8pm  
Spice of Life Festival Sun., October 19th, 10am Ð 6pm  
UE Parent Night RESCHEDULED  Tues., October 21st,   7pm -  8:30pm   NO Childcare  
Elementary Overview with Head of School Thurs., October 23rd, 6:30pm Ð 7:45pm Childcare  
Historical Halloween  – Fri., October 31st, 9am  
 
 
 

All School Information   
 
 
The MFS Middle School Information Night was a GREAT Success!!!   
A BIG thank you to all the volunteers who made it possible.  Unfortunately, we ran out of 
info packets, which left some parents without all of the information we wanted to get out 
that evening.  If there are any parents out there that did not receive an info packet, and 
would like one, please contact Margaret in the office at margaret@montessorifamily.com 
and we will get one to you! 
 
Indigenous Peoples Day   School will be closed on Monday, October 13th.  Childcare 
is not available.  
 

 
 
Spaghetti  Carnival    Check your email for Spaghetti Carnival volunteer opportunities. 
Please let me know if you have any questions. Remember to turn in your volunteer 
forms!      Thanks, Alison Hubbs and Adriane Scheele.  
 
 
Prizes for Spaghetti Carnival    Dear MFS Families, The Spaghetti Carnival is fast 
approaching and I am busy ordering the prizes for the Carnival.  In the hopes of making 
this event more green, I am asking that you donate any small toys in good condition you 
and your children are ready to be rid of, to be given out as prizes at the carnival. 
  



If you do have some small toys please send them to the El Cerrito site clearly labeled and I 
will pick them up daily.   If you have any questions give me a call.   
  
Thanks so much, 
Leslie Jones-Peralta 
 

Spice of Life Volunteers   Thank you in advance to all the parents that signed up 
to volunteer at the Spice of Life Festival on Sunday, October 19th.  I will contact you 
next week to confirm the volunteer schedule for the event.   Thank You, Gisele 

 
Elementary Overview with Head of School, Thursday, October 23 rd  6:30pm - 7:45pm  

Discover how your child can continue to flourish in the Montessori environment as he/she 
moves into the elementary years. MFS’s Head of School, Jane Wechsler, will provide 
information to current Berkeley Campus Parents regarding the transition to the elementary 
programs. A few topics that will be covered are curriculum, student preparedness, 
homework and the admission process. If you have any questions/topics that you would like 
to discuss during this time you can email them to margaret@montessorifamily.com 
 
This is a parent only event, childcare is availab le to current MFS students. You 
must sign up for childcare by Friday, October 17th. Limited spaces are available.  
To sign up for childcare please email Jade Thomas at jade@montessorifamily.com if you 
are a Berkeley Campus parent or email Margaret at margaret@montessorifamily.com if 
you are an El Cerrito Campus parent. Thank You. 
 
 
 
 
 

Elementary Campus Information   
 
 
UE Parent Night has been RESCHEDULED  to Tue sday, October 21st   7pm - 8:30pm  
Due to this evening's Presidential Debate and other circumstances the middle school meeting 
has been rescheduled to Tuesday, October 21 from 7:00 - 8:30pm.  Please join the UE 
teachers in a roundtable discussion about the transition from Montessori Elementary to middle 
school.  They!ll talk about important points and answer questions such as: 

* What is the admission process? 
* When and why should my child take the I.S.E.E.? 
* How do I select a middle school? 
* When is my child ready to transition to middle school? 
* What is the benefit of the Montessori three-year cycle? 
* What schools do MFS kids go to? 
The teachers will answer these questions and any others you may have.  This event is 

open to all, however, childcare is NOT  provided.  
 
 
Historical Halloween   You are cordially and enthusiastically invited to our Historical 
Halloween celebration on Friday, October 31st beginning at 9 am.  It will be entertaining 
and informative.  Your child should arrive at school in costume, but bring a change of 
clothing.  (Students will change out of their costumes into regular clothes before they 



leave for the park.) All aspects of the day will continue as normal:  Lunch will be at noon at 
the park, a normal Pizza Day; Dismissal at 3:00pm; Afterschool from 3:00pm – 6:00pm; 
and the afternoon shuttles will run as scheduled. 
 
 
The 3 rd  Annual LE Camping Trip was a success!   Thank you to all families from LEI/II 
who attended MFS' 3rd Annual LE Camping Trip, and for making a very fun afternoon and 
evening for everyone. While Friday evening and Saturday morning rain kept most families 
from spending the night, the grounds were not as muddy as expected, and our potluck 
dinner was a great opportunity to have great food, and fun conversation with old and new 
friends. The highlights included a gourmet potluck dinner, yummy s'mores, climbing in the 
trees, the rumored sighting of a bear, and lastly hula-hooping, jump-roping and running 
through the meadow with extra long and colorful glowsticks. We look forward to another 
Fall camping trip in 2009, and invite all LE families to join us again, this time overnight! 
 
 
No Parking in the Blue Handicap Zone  unless you have a disability placard   
The City of El Cerrito has created a Disabled parking place in front of school on Cutting 
Boulevard, designated by the painted blue curb and disabled sign.   Unless you have a 
Disabled placard, parking is prohibited . Recently people have been parking there 
illegally to drop off their children, causing a placard holder to drive around the block until 
the space becomes available. 
 
 
No Parking on Cutting Boulevard When Dropping Off or Picking Up Children!   
We have designated specific drop off and pick up locations for students on Tamalpais and 
Alva Avenues. Please DO NOT park on Cutting Boulevard when you are dropping 
off or picking up your children.   Vehicles travel very fast on Cutting Boulevard and pose 
a risk to your child.  If you are coming to school for an appointment (without children in 
tow) you can park on Cutting Boulevard. 
 
  
The Lost & Found  is located outside the LE1 and LE2 classrooms.  Please check the Lost 
& Found rack regularly for any items your child may have misplaced.  The last Friday of 
every month, any unclaimed items will be donated to the Goodwill Store.   
 
 
Lost item   Patrick Scheele lost a green MFS fleece sweatshirt jacket.  His name (could be 
Patrick Scheele, Patrick S., P. Scheele, or Scheele) is written on the tag at the back of the 
neck.  His mom thinks it was a size Small . 
 
 
 

 
Parent Volunteer Opport unities  

 
 
Do You Like to Paint?   The lattice near the garbage cans needs to be painted.  It’s 
located next to the kitchen.  We have the paint and brushes.  Please call Margaret at 510-
236-8802 or email Margaret@montessorifamily.com if you can help.  Thanks! 


